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Sparta, was radically different irjm that of the latter. The
citizen, guiding his life by reason, wise and judicious in his
performance of the manifold public duties demanded by the
state, yet free in the disposition of his leisure time and in
His interpretation of social obligations, as well as strong in
body and brave in warfare, could not be produced by an
education thoroughly controlled by a despotic socialistic
regime, as at Sparta. Rather than to destroy the family, as
at Sparta, Athens aimed to preserve it as a means of develop-
ing and shaping personality, and upon it placed the burden
of responsibility for education. If family pride, parental
affection, and a sense of social obligation were insufficient to
secure the proper training, the child whose education had
been neglected by the father was freed by the laws of Solon
from all obligations of support in his parent's old age. All
schools were private schools; and the state provided directly
for only that portion of education between the ages of sixteen
and twenty which was almost wholly physical and a direct
preparation for military service. This freedom in regard to
schools was allowed to degenerate neither into neglect nor
license. The state required a training in music and gymnas
tics, and while the freedom and the privacy of home life were
not destroyed, certain results were demanded by law and the
process was supervised by the court of the Areopagus. This
court had especial charge of the morals of the youth, and
during the period it preserved its original authority, punished
with severity grave breaches in the accepted standards of
morality. Though the Athenians themselves were occasion-
ally guilty of great cruelty in their civil wars, Quintilian
relates that the Areopagus condemned to death a boy who
had gouged out the eyes of his pet quails. The officials,
pedagogues, and the family of the schoolmaster were the
only ones allowed within the schoolroom. The laws of Solon
provided the penalty of death for the infringement of this
regulation. Since the music schools, especially those for